January 24, 2023

life with 2 hands but climbs with 1 hand and
reaches back with the other. Mack is reaching
back as he launches the McKinley “Mack”
Wilbourn Legacy Foundation to transform, in-
spire and provide opportunities for the under-
served in the areas of Art and Culture, Entre-
preneurship and Financial Literacy. His vision
is to revolutionize the outlook and provide life
changing opportunities for marginalized com-
munities.

Mr. Speaker, McKinley “Mack” Wilbourn has
done so much for so many for so long. | there-
fore ask my colleagues to join my wife, Vivian,
and me, along with the other Members of the
Georgia Congressional Delegation and all
those whose lives Mack has touched, in ex-
tending our heartfelt congratulations and best
wishes on 50 years of excellence in business,
79 years of life and the launching of the
McKinley “Mack” Wilbourn Legacy Founda-
tion. To God be the Glory.
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Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to a beloved faith and community
leader. Reverend Lewis Gunter transitioned
from this life on January 11, 2023, but indel-
ible mark on the State of South Carolina re-
mains.

Rev. Gunter was born on April 13, 1930, in
Lexington County, South Carolina to the late
Mr. Cellus and Mrs. Beulah Gunter. He at-
tended public school in Lexington County be-
fore moving to Aiken, South Carolina, where
he graduated from Schofield High School. He
pursued higher education at Benedict College
in Columbia, South Carolina. He was com-
mitted to helping those in need and earned his
bachelor’s degree in social work.

Rev. Gunter got his early spiritual education
at Hall Hill Baptist Church in Pelion, South
Carolina. The first church he pastored was Mt.
Olive Baptist Church, in Gadsden, South
Carolina. He would continue to preach the
gospel in Richland County, pastoring Gill
Creek Baptist Church in Columbia, South
Carolina, and Jerusalem Baptist Church in
Hopkins, South Carolina. On October 20,
1976, Rev. Gunter founded Gunter's Chapel
Baptist Church with 22 charter members in a
temporary space. Under his leadership the
congregation grew and prospered, and in
1993 the church opened the doors of its
newly-built sanctuary. Throughout his career,
he traveled the country conducting revivals
and was active in several Christian organiza-
tions. After loyally guiding his congregation for
46 years and serving in the Ministry for 60
years, Rev. Gunter retired in 2022. | was
pleased to be invited by his family and friends
to keynote the retirement banquet that was
held in his honor.

He lived out his values through other chan-
nels of service to his community, city, state,
and country. He served in the U.S. Navy for
four years, in addition to his work with the
U.S. Postal Service. Rev. Gunter was deeply
connected to the land and was elected to
serve as the Soil and Water District Commis-
sioner for Richland County for six years. He
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additionally served as Minority Advisor for the
Department of Agriculture for Calhoun and
Richland Counties and was the state chaplain
for the South Carolina Soil and Water Con-
servation.

Rev. Gunter was a dedicated family man
and was married to Lue E. Pearson Gunter for
fifty-five years before her passing. They are
lovingly remembered by their son, three
grandchildren, and seven great-grandchildren.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that you and our col-
leagues join me in honoring the life of Rev-
erend Lewis Gunter. He faithfully pastored
those in his congregation, dedicating his life to
his church and his community. His legacy will
live on in all those who were blessed to know
him.

————
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Mr. CARTER of Louisiana. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to honor Dr. Keith C. Ferdinand for
his recognition as a 2023 Southern University
at New Orleans Center for African and African
American Studies Living Legend. Dr. Ferdi-
nand is receiving this high honor because of
his dedicated service to the citizens of New
Orleans as a Cardiovascular Physician. For
over 40 years, Dr. Ferdinand has endeavored
to improve the health and lives of African
Americans and other high risk, marginalized
populations. He has devoted his life in medi-
cine to eliminating the health disparities of
New Orleans’ most ostracized. people. In light
of all of the aforementioned professional trib-
utes, the roles he most treasures are devoted
son, sibling, father, and husband.

Keith C. Ferdinand, MD, FACC, FAHA,
FASH, FNLA began his medical career with a
BA in biology from the University of New Orle-
ans. He then went on to earn an MD from
Howard University College of Medicine in
Washington, DC, an internship at the US Pub-
lic Health Hospital in New Orleans, an internal
medicine residency and cardiology fellowship
at LSU Medical Center and a cardiology fel-
lowship at Howard University Hospital, Wash-
ington, D.C. Following his years of doing clin-
ical work, research and teaching at Xavier
University, LSU, Baylor College of Medicine,
and Emory University, Dr. Ferdinand returned
to New Orleans as a Professor of Clinical
Medicine at the Tulane University Heart and
Vascular Institute.

Dr. Ferdinand has been heavily involved in
many national organizations concerned with
public health, including the Association of
Black Cardiologists, of which he was the
former Chair and Chief Science Officer, the
American Society of Hypertension, of which he
was a board member, and the Healthy Heart
Community Prevention Program, a cardio-
vascular risk program targeting African Amer-
ican and other highrisk populations. He is the
immediate-past Chair of the National Forum
for Heart Disease and Stroke Prevention,
which provides the leadership and encourage-
ment for collaboration among over 65 organi-
zations. Dr. Ferdinand focuses largely on car-
diac risk factor evaluation and control, espe-
cially hypertension and hyperlipidemia, includ-
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ing communities of racial and ethnic minori-
ties. He has had over 100 manuscripts pub-
lished and has a strong media presence. His
passion for patient care is highlighted by his
commitment to non-profit work and community
service. In 2015 he was inducted into the As-
sociation of University Cardiologists. He also
focused on improving patient care and elimi-
nating health disparities by race, ethnicity, so-
cioeconomic status, or gender through re-
search and academic interests.

| am humbled to personally know such a
great physician, who has done so much to im-
prove the lives of countless residents across
my district. We are so honored to have Dr.
Ferdinand, a true advocate for patient care.
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Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, former Congressman Arthur Ravenel en-
tered into eternal rest on January 16th. Con-
gressman Ravenel was a pioneer in devel-
oping the modern Republican party in 1960,
when there were no Republican elected offi-
cials at any level in South Carolina. In 2022,
all statewide officials are Republican, with
super majorities in the State House and Sen-
ate, being the largest Republican majorities at
every level in 150 years. | especially appre-
ciated his encouragement to begin a Teen
Age Republican Club with State Party Vice
Chairwoman Julia Ravenel Dougherty at the
High School of Charleston for the presidential
campaign of Senator Barry Goldwater. It is ap-
propriate that the following tribute for Arthur
Ravenel be provided.

Arthur Ravenel, Jr. was born March 29,
1927, to Mary Allen Boykin and Arthur
Ravenel in Charleston, SC. He was raised on
his father's small farm in St. Andrew’s Parish.
He attended public schools and was an Eagle
Scout. After his graduation from St. Andrew’s
High School, he volunteered for the United
States Marine Corps and was called to duty
on his 18th birthday. After his service with the
Marine Corps, he attended The College of
Charleston on the Gl Bill and graduated in
1950 with a degree in history. His first job was
with the Westvaco Paper Mill as a laborer and
in 1952 he started a home improvement busi-
ness and built it into a successful general con-
tracting and real estate firm so that he was
able to retire at the age of 50 and devote his
full energies to public service.

Mr. Ravenel began his career in politics in
1953 when he was elected to the SC House
of Representatives where he served until 1958
and earned a reputation for being a conserva-
tionist. In the early 1960’s he was instrumental
in helping to build the modern day Republican
Party, serving as the First District Chairman,
the state finance chairman and as a Gold-
water Delegate to the GOP Convention in San
Francisco in 1964. In those early days of the
GOP, he ran several unsuccessful races for
the SC Senate and finally, in 1980 he and
Glenn McConnell were elected as Republicans
to the State Senate. In 1986 he ran for the
US.Congress upon the retirement of Thomas
Hartnett and served four terms in Washington.
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